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SUBJECT: PRANCO-IVORIAN RELATIONS: GISCARD IN 
IVORY COAST 

REF: ABIDJAN 417, 497 ET AL 

SUMMARY: GISCARD'S UNUSUALLY PROLONGED AND THOROUGHLY 
SUCCESSPUL VISIT HAS OBVIOUS POLITICAL IMPLI- 
CATIONS POR BOTH COUNTRIES. AFRICAN POLICY MAY BE 
AN IMPORTANT ELECTORAL PACTOR POR GISCARD, AND NO- 
WHERE COULD ITS SUCCESS BE BETTER DEMONSTRATED THAN 
AMONG THE BEAMING, CHEERING CROWDS IN ABIDJAN AND 
YAMOUSSOUKRO. HOUPHOUET WAS CLEARLY DELIGHTED WITH 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW OPE THE PRUITS OP HIS LABORS 
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SINCE INDEPENDENCE TO THE LEADER OP THE PORMER METROPOLE. 

IVORIANS ARE HOSPITABLE FOLK, AND THE WHOLE COUNTRY 
HAS PROBABLY DERIVED SATISPACTION PROM HAVING PUT 
ON AN EXTREMELY GOOD SHOW. IN ADDITION TO RE- 
INPORCING BILATERAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TIES, 

THE VISIT HAD WIDER IMPLICATIONS, AND MAY HAVE BEEN 
INTENDED TO CONVEY AT LEAST AN OBLIQUE MESSAGE TO 
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THE U.S. HOUPHOUET AND GISCARD HAVE MET FIVE TIMES 
IN THE PAST YEAR, AND HOUPHOUET HAS BEEN INCREASINGLY 
OUTSPOKEN ON THE NEED FOR EUROPE AND THE U.S. TO 
BECOME MORE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN AFRICA. DURING THIS 
VISIT GISCARD AVOIDED DETAILED PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
OF SECURITY ISSUES. BUT FRENCH ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE 
DURING THE SHABA AEFAIR IS STILL ERESH IN MEMORY 
HERE. GISCARD'S CALL FOR AFRICAN-EUROPEAN SOLIDARITY 
AND HIS ASSURANCE THAT "FRANCE WILL HONOR HER COM- 
MITMENTS" ARE WHAT HOUPHOUET WANTED TO HEAR AND 
WOULD HOPE TO ELICIT EROM OTHER EUROPEANS AND FROM 
THE U.S. END SUMMARY 

1 . IN GIVING GISCARD A VERY WARM, EXTENSIVE AND EN- 
THUSIASTIC WELCOME, PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY HAS 
REITERATED THE OBVIOUS: THAT FRANCO-IVORIAN RE- 
LATIONS ARE EXCELLENT; AND THAT THE FRENCH ROLE IN 
IVORY COAST'S DEVELOPMENT AND SECURITY IS CRITICAL 
AND PERVASIVE. HOUPHOUET ALSO HAD A REASSURING WORD 
FOR THE ERENCH COMMUNITY HERE, AND "FRATERNITE MATIN ' 
PUBLISHED A LETTER FROM A FRENCH RESIDENT THANKING 
HOUPHOUET AND IVORY COAST FOR THE RECEPTION OF GIS- 
CARD. THE VISIT WAS A BENEDICTION OF THE FRENCH 

ROLE IN IVORY COAST, AND ALSO OF IVORY COAST'S MEMBER- 
SHIP IN THE "WESTERN FAMILY." 
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2. ALTHOUGH HOUPHOUET MADE MENTION OF FRANCE'S 

ROLE IN SHABA, GISCARD WAS UNSPECIFIC ABOUT SECURITY COMMIT- 
MENTS. THE AFRICAN-EUROPEAN SOLID APITY PACT 
"WILL BE BORN SOMEDAY," AND WILL INCLUDE AN UNDEFINED 
SECURITY RELATIONSHIP. "PRANCE WILL HONOR HER 
COMMITMENTS, BUT GISCARD AVOIDED SAYING WHAT THESE 
WERE. NEVERTHELESS, THE SENSE OF FRENCH COMMITMENT 
AND INVOLVEMENT WAS PALPABLE DURING THIS LONG VISIT, 

AND PROBABLY FELT BY OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE RE- 
GION. HOUPHOUET HAS FREQUENTLY VOICED HIS CONCERN 
THAT SOVIET INTERVENTION IN AFRICA IS AIMED AT DE- 
PRIVING EUROPE OF AFRICAN RAW MATERIALS, AND THAT 
EUROPE AND THE U.S. MIGHT FAIL TO REACT IN TIME. 

GISCARD'S SUPPORT FOR SOME THIRD WORLD POSITIONS 
ON NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE, AND HIS TALK OF AFRICAN- 
EUROPEAN SOLIDARITY, HOWEVER VAGUE, CONVEYED AN 
ASSURANCE THAT ONE EUROPEAN COUNTRY HAS GOTTEN 
THE MESSAGE. 

3. FIVE DAYS SEEMS A LONG TIME TO SPEND IN IVORY 
COAST SHORTLY BEFORE ELECTIONS. FROM THE SATISPACTION 
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SHOWN BY BOTH HOUPHOUET AND GISCARD IT WAS WORTH IT 
TO BOTH SIDES. 

STEARNS 
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